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OBJDIVE UFOWGY: A CAUSE AND CONCmN 
B~ William H. SJBUld.ing 

In ]11\yeical science, the wheel is o!'ten cited as the world's greatest 
lavention. Undoubtedly, it is.une cannot image a modern wo~ld without Wheels. 
In pri11&tive cultures, the predecessor of the wheel was the sleid, two poles with · 
• plattom euapend.ed in between and drawn by animal poweri an alternative 1'hich 
produced JNCh triction and little progress. 

In abetract science, the concept or zero is usually cited as the gre&teet 
1nwntion. Thie is a good ehoice. Nithout this concept, •thematics could not 
have progressed beyond simple arithmetic and all or modern technology could ne.,.~ 
haw been dewloped • 

.Ln ecienti!ic ufology, specifically the physical Ya.riety, the outstandiflK 
invention is objective researchi~. Again thia choice is clear. The world ·~14 
newr have processed beyond prir.ti t 1 ve stagee of economic and technological d.ev.t.loP.. 
•nt it it were not for the develot:ment of a set ot scientific rules !or r•aeai'Cht 
throu,;h objectivity. This kind of objectivity facilitated the major gains a:iade ~~ 
urology since it's conception - in mid i947. · 

It j.e unthinkable that any society would. voluntarily relinquish the 'bene!l\9 
or the "beel. It is equally unthinkable that the lmowleclg'e&ble members ot 11oci•t't 
•ould vqluntarily relinquish the use of the concept of zero-or of the established· 
role ot the scientist-objectiveness (although the self-defeating and subjeciin 
members or the UF<.: society might perhaps have no opinion one way or the other). 
Certainly any abandon.rr.ent of the wheel, the concept of zero, or the objectivitt 
rules tor the scientist, one would be gu.ilty of the most davi lish sort o! 

· aischief or equally insane. 

-.l!MJ> .. 

AUGUsr SL~'R NEW~ :ButLEl'IN 
~1JI!l'S OF COMH11' ~ PHCJI'U ANALYSIS 

B7 Willi&D3 si-ulding 

Sino• last August, cs·1 has been aeti vely evaluating hundreds of Ulitl pht>t·o,.. 
graphe to determine the exact origin of the i.Jnage on the !il.Ji. In each ca•~ . CiOID""' 
put'er iuge enhancement testing was perfo:rmed on the Jhotograph that 'passed1 ~be 
pnliminary analyais.(*1) The total analyaie included; edge enhancement, co·10, 
conto1U"ing, digitizing (.computerizing), electronic denait<>1111t;y, and piX.l \P..l~IU8 
oell J •asurementa for distance factoring. 

The tollo•ing photographs represent, to date, strong '-.ri,dence ot an exta• 
orgi~ tlying object and are !l2.l considered to be a lene anomaly, proceas1n.g­
artifact, 11ontage, " small model l supported oi- thrown in front ot the camera) 
or a Misinterpreted conventional object/Jiienomena. A• our software (compi,iter • 
~grams) improve we will update and modify our analyeia lllethode and notify JOU 
ot &n1 chanae in the original evaluatiOn. 



1) Trent/McliU.nneville, OR 

2J Tiaberl&ke, Maine 

') Trindade, IS lBrazil) 

•) JecltoJ!lt, Ohio (COO~ 

5) T·ulea, UK 

6) Gibbon, Minn. lst. George) 

7) Rhodes/rhoenix, AZ 

8) . Ma7her /Miami, FL 

9J Denver, Colorado/~edaa 

10) U-Movies 'l'remonton, Utah 

11) M-Movies Great Falls, Montana 

12) Astronant James McDivett 

13) Gemini AI! Space Photos 

· 14) :.>lcy Lab III 

15) Santa Catalina, CA 

' 16) . alwards AFB 

11&7 1950 ~ 

Jul7 7. 1958 

l'eb. 21, 1958 

.&ue. 21, 1958 

Aue. 2, 1965 

Oct. 21, 1965 

Jul1 10, 1947 

July 29, 1952 

Aue. 28, 1969 

Jul7 2, 1952 

May 11, 1950 

Plight Day 263 ot 1973 

( trom movie tilm J 

Sept. 1957 

(DD) 

lDD) 

(DDJ 

(IL) 

(IL) 

(IL) 

lDD) 

(JILJ 

lDD) 

lDDJ* 

(!m)• 

(JIL) 

• 

·17) Chingola, Zambia lRhodesia) Oct. 1961 (DD) 

' (*) These picturP.s were analy-zed without permi9eion of the }ftotographer -
can not be utilized for publication purposes. 

(•1) . Preliminary ~valuations were conducted by Fred Adrian, G~W Photo~ 
p-apbic ~onsultant. This included standard inspections and exansinaticna •l . 
all tilm-nega\ives prior to the expensivw computer analysis. 

1or years the print media and Ul'\J organizations have "PUbliehed numerous 
}lhotograths, stating (or implying) that the~e pictures repreaeflt genui~ un­
i4ent1tied flying objects. 'l'he following list or iXtotograph• ioepresent l>oth > 

crude and grsndiose hoaxs or photographic anomalies and ehoulcl not be con.aidered· 
evidence of UFO exietance. . 

t. Rex Henin/::>anta Ana, CA 
2. Melbourne, Australia 
'· Sedona, AZ/Ghonnley 
4. 1'ubbock (Texa11 J Lights 
5. l.anesville, Uhio/Ditter 
6. '::hite Sands (NM)/Holloman AFB 

1965 
1966 
1967 
1951 
1966 
1957 
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7. Odense, Norway 
8. Dan Fey/Azusa, CA 
9. George Stock/n.ssaic, NJ 

10. Taormina.• Sicily 
11. ftru 
12. Barra da Ty\18'1, Brazil 
13. James Lucci/Beaver, ~A 
14. Marseilles, France 
15. Natal. South Africa 
16. Total George Adamski series (35 pictures)-era 
17. Tok.yo/Louis Bonaine 
11. Italy (3 U~s) 
19. J!affel 'l'ower/Paulin 
20. Washington DC 
21. JAe M"JJ'lsic/ Mc::>nphoto 
22. Norway/Barrett 
23. Richmond, lD 
24. NYC - Underhill 
25. Maxey /Ft. 'North, 'l'X 
26. Styria, Australia/rl. !iagora 
27. Peru/Hugo Verga 
28. vregon \triple-ima~e photo) 
29. Hillside, Ml/Van tiorn 
30. Sa.lem, MA/t: .::i..: .C. 
31. Copenha~n, .Jpn:n.a.rk ,2. California / Xicha.el ~vage 
33. Ba.llassar EGttcs / Ca.:nden, NJ 
34. Charles rtogers/Modesto, CA ,5. Ira 1'.axey/l'exas ,6. Oirl Brown 
,7. Mountain View, M0./Buck Nelson 
38. Dexter. Y.I '9· Adak, Ala.ska/G. ?eek 
40. Fontiac, !-a/Al 'Neave-:: 
41. Austri3/::>.i::. Kaiser 
42. Paul Villa/Albuquerque, NM 
,3. Col. Carter/Colorado 
44. G. ¥.arquand/Riversid~, CA 
45. J. Stewart/Athens, Lhio 
46. Cedrick Allingham "contactee" object 

1974 
1954 
1952 
1954 
1952 
1952 
1965 
1967 
1956 

1951-52 
1966 
1960 
195, 
1959 
1959 
1957 
1954 
1950 
1950 
.1971 
1973 
1966 
1965 
1952 
1959 
1960 
1957 
1953 
1950 
1958 
1954 
1966 
1950 
1947 
1954 
196, 
1950 
1952 
1965 

47. Gemini AI photos (~ASA) 9-12·1966 
48. Apollo AI photo l !-iASA) 6.,;.16-1969 
49. Gemini XII photo l~~A::>A) 11·11-1966 
50. Gemini XII phots (NA~) 11~1:5·1966 
51. San Jos'e de Valderas, ::>pa.in June 1967 
52. :s&lvador, Brazil/Ag-Jiar 1959 
53 • Lake Tiara ti/ l'e ma 1966 
54. Rome, Italy/Giuseppe 1974 
55. ~.d. Hamsey/l'. Fogel 1957 
56. Mart, Tx 197:5 
During the }Bst year we have collected nU11erous Jilotographs trolll organ!-

. 1&tions and individuals. Anyone w.lshing to obtain particular photographs may 
order them trom G!:)N. Most duplicationa will be in black· and white ~5 x 7 aize) .•/(~lt 

(*2) Color prints will be available at a higher cost. 



Th DIRECrORS SP~.K 
UJO Symposiums; something gained, something lost. 

August Bulletin 

wring the past sixty plus days we have been fortunate to attend two 
•jor ayniposiums; the "secret'' GU FUS meetin~ and the annual MU:FUN session. 
A•ide trom the fact that GSW's West~rn Director spoke at both conferences and 
pre•nted two technical papers (*1) on computer enhancement of UFO pictorial evi-
4enoe, time waa allocated to talk with some of the top individual researchers and 
the mnagement of the other organizations. The first meeting this year waa Dr. 
Jfl'nek's/CUFU~ conference, which was attended by many or the 'big' names in ufology: 
troa all over the world. Although billed as a closed/secret meeting for the . · · 1 

••aelected few'' in UFO research1ng, this was not the intention or Dr. Hynek. All '· 
he wanted to accomplish was the uniting of the serious investigator, void or ·SOM 
o! the commercializing protrayed earlier at the Ft. ::>mi th meeting. Hynek's in.:. ·. 
tentions were honorable, however, his methodology waa slightly discolortul. itter~ 

all, what criteria does one in Dr. Hynek' a position U8e to · select the attendees'? . 
Granted there are hundreds of good investigators, but there are also thousands ot 
subjective hobbyists. 

General concensus is, if ones name did not appear on thia list then he/she · 
wa• considered inferior. 'l'here were many names omitted !rom the selected list. ' ._.: 
personally believe this was an oversight rather than a deliberate injustice, .i.;et -:a· 
!ace the truth, people are emotional and many of them wear their hearts on their 
shoulders. 

GSW !eels strongly about the oversight ot some ot its own members and con­
sultants, but rP.mem'ber even tho~ most of you are doing a fine job, your name i9 
obscure, opposite that of the reknown researcher, due to your lack of media u.~­

light. 

The important factor about the cu:ros meeting waa not if you where an at.t.enlo 
but rather what actually happened at the conference. ?lo one can honestly ar,Ue st 
thi• point. 

Arriving at eight in the morning, after an all-night fiight trom Phoenix, 
•• began to listen to a full b&l"l'age of speak&rs .. rangias...trom ~he aeriou• ~atealtm 
oriented scientist to the black magic paraphysical aupporter. Paper• were giwn 
aa fast as possible with very little ti~e allotted for aerioua discussions• i&J.nf 
narrow minded, we enjoyed the outstanding papers given by Dr. Maccabee ancJ H•QJ'f 
McXay, on P1ye1cal UFO evidence versus para.physical, but that is not the point. 

We believe the foundations of scientU'ic ufology ax-e ahalcy. Arter twenty .. ··. 
plua years or researching, what is next? Should we (all researchers) continue.: t·~ 
collect more data·t' File and Clltegorize it? 'lie aerioualy doubt it that is 'the · 
aolution to the ufologist' s problegi. Ufology must be united •1th a common goal 
.ad· central leadership. 

The Center !or UR> Studies could have been that central leadership with ;~~. 
B711ek taking command. However, thi a 1'&8 not the case. We saw a hundred good · · . 
investigators/researchers going in a dozen di!ferent directions, collecting -va.-t· 
quantities of quality data, but not doing anything with taale Wenation. · 
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Thia bulletin is not the place to discuss the complete scenario on how 
to make scientific ufology more respectable. All we can say is a golden oppor­

. tunity was past ovl!r by cu.ros, to take control of the scientific movement, by . 
ottering precise plans and goals fer the future and the rough road ahead of ua 
all. 

A f\111 compliment or speakers greeted the body politic and researchers 
attending the MUFt>N Symposium in June. uvera.11 we rate this conference good, 
•lightly slanted towards the public, but very informative. This annual con­
ference sponsored by MUl'UN ha.d some interesting new incidents reported, a few 
41ecussions on new technology applicable to URJ researching, an opportunity to 
4iecuss some case histories and an air of ill-feeling between the Director or 
CUR>S and the past editor of Skylook magazine. Although 'Kalt Andrus (MUFON'a 
Director) a.tternpted to 'clear the a.ir' of these ill-feelings, he did not sucoe:ed 
ll&ny of the investigators present wanted to publicly discuss the written state-· · 

·aents in Skylook, face to face, with Dr. Hynek .• 

Some or the accusations made against Dr. Hynek included; the ur.declared. 
"clearing house" for scientific ufology' the lack or communication between ~·;;.!,:; 
•archers and organizatior.s, and the continuing indecisiveness of the Center ·on -:: 

·-. 11 

· numerous UJ:o"O cases, ie, the inconalusive endings or incidents reported both · · 
directly and indirectly to CUiOS. 

We believe thege "problems" should be aired with all represented parties 
and that viable '.ln~wers a_r.d solutions should be found. Hannony between organi• 
zations is important, but let's not fool ~a.ch other. 'rhe utopian dr~am of a 
total united front in ufology will neve.r haprer., at least in our life time. 

Presently there exists, too rrany hypothesis and ideals on what should be 
studied, how it should. be perS'..ied, and what should be done with the collected 
data. This is fine up to a pc int. We rationalize the situation as one or con­
tusion, distrust, an1 redundant effort. 

Idealistically we would like to see a thous!nd researchers, crying •nd . 
complaining about trite professional jealousy, yet scientifically working t ,o;.; 
wards a united goal, than to observe these same individuals, in a happier ·, ' " 
emotional state, but wondering off in hundreds or different way• with their 
investigations. 

Ia it too late for anythinP,; to be accompl13hed't We do not think it 1&9. · 

· however, it is going to take some. drastic changes in the philosoJily of ~he. ,' 
Mjor orga.niiations. 'l'he ta.lent existing in t}+e U1''"Q movement is strong &ncr .... ,-:· 
'W.ith a common. united plan, objective quantifying data can be found to hope•~· 
tul.17 solve one of the most baffling phenomenons existing. · 

The combination of CUFCJS, MUFON, G~'W and the individual investigator can ~ ', 
ln4eed bring forth some rational c;:onclusions on the UID without wasting valu&!~~> 
time on mundane problems and personal bickering. If some positive ate.pa are ,ri()~/: 
taken soon maybe all of us better re-evaluate •ur goals, !or somehow, we thi~·· · 
we ha~· lost our original values. . , 

(JN) l •1) The Trent Photogra.)'lhs - Revisited waa presented at the CUIDS Sympoa~~~Y 
quantifying the validity of this bit of pictorial evidence. Copies of this p&Jj:it~~. ; 
and all the other µ:lrticipants are available. from the Center f'or a price of 11.?~eE! 
(complete set) Center f-:-.-r UFU Studies %Dr. Allen Hynek "·' 

924 Chicago A.ve. 
Evanstan, IL 602.02 

. ·' 
··;. ,,· .. 
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Footnote cont. 

The Digital Computer and UFO Pictures was presented at the MUFON 
Symposium and is available from MUFON. Copies of the paper (with pictures) 
and or ill the other participants costs only ss.oo &Jld is. available in the 
MUFON Symposium Proceedings. MUFUN, INC. 

%1.tr. Walt Andrus 
103 uldtoun Road 
::ieguin, 'l'X 78155 

We strongly recommend that eve r yone .interested in ufology purchase these 
papers, it is well worth the money. 

FIELD lNVESl'IGATuRS :BENARE 

Last month the National Enquirer ~tabloid) increased its reward tor proot 
ot extl'&-terrestrial life to one million dollars from the previous high or 
f'itty thousand dollars. Many persons who are int.erested in UKls, read with 
extreme interest the trite verbage presented in the weekly ravings or the 
Rational Enquirer. . 

'l'o .f'urther complicate the . situation, the nation'e leading tabloid i ,a. 
ottering ·a 310,000 price to the "best" UFO story ·ror each year • . The recent· 
payment to Travis Halton should ample proof that every Cl'&ck-po~ in the countrt 
will be out attempting to get their share of the free money. 

You must be . OPfm lninded and objective in your investigations. We tully 
anticipate that there will be a drastic . increase in hoaxed .abduction cases, 
faked UFt> pictures, and other wild stories. All of thisfor the ~oney. 

We urge all of our field in,restigators to w~tch for this possibilitY,, now 
more than ever. All of us must keep our common goals in mind as we proceed to 
research the u.ro i;:henomena. 

ANNOUNC lMEN'r S 

All GSll/JS'li membership is urged to participate in two. intormatien/research 
gathering projects this SW!'lller. we are currently collecting data on UFO 
pictures and UR; indicents reported. over bodies ot water, especiall1 the 
Oceana ot the world. · · · · 

Inquires concerning UFO pictures S\ould be ln&de to the Director ot Weste,rn 
Division. In!orl:nation involving the ocean/UR> report• should be ma.de· tQ.' 
·Roberta :Bull lG::>'N) - 4531 N. 56th • .\ve. ,Yhoenix• Aritona 85301, t602) 
'846-03.20. .All daia. received about URls over portions ot water will be 
tonai'ded to .Tom Benson \G"'w'- New Jersey) for hia researching. Adclitionallf 
all 'the data will be. iDade available to our memberahip. 
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The following, simple toremat, should be utilized when gathering thia 
~portant dataa 

UJD PICT~ 
(eJIUpleJ 

·J€CATION/WITN~S DATE 'l"!PE uF SIGP.l'ING 

.Mioenix, AZ/B. Smith July 1961 DD or NL 

UJIO INCIDOOS OVBR WAT~ 
(emmple) 

waner or 
1945 

·(sunset) 

nTNESS 
J.. CATIUN :3HIP DATA 

N.E. Pacific u.~. Navy 
ucean numerous 

witnesses 

:·y ?~ 0 F ::.iIGH!' r:m 

large U~·objeet 
emerged from water. 
U?O circled ·ship & 
disappeared 

UPC INvU':. _ 
Vol. ·4 lf.c>·:::;.J 
3/68-pg~ :· ·. 

GS'R recommends the following UFU publica.tion to better inform the aerio.u -. 
researcher - Contact ~his office for additicnal details. 

UFOLOGY !-la.gazine 
D. II. Hauclc 
.to.u. Box 3073 
Jitunster, IN 46321 \t3 .95 per year) 

l>Ur1ng the Sl!Cond w~ek of July the Travis Walton hoaxed tJJ'O incident •• 
-1•en to the mP.iia and the body politic. Vast electronic and print ~e41• •¥• 
poeure told the story as it trns d~pict~d in our last bulletin. N'\Dfterc>US' ~lo 
Sho•s are plan:i<i!d in the r.ear fUture. Additionally the other URI organi~\_i.O',M, 
rp.re covering the story, soir.e of these include: l•lCAP, MUPON, Ot!ici•l UFO . .rd 
UlOioGY publications. 

GSW •ould be interested in hearing from its maembefahip on the exp0at' ·tif 
the Tr.Lvie)'tialton incident. All corresponde.;.·ee will be held in strict. Conf.14~--. 
lf' eo requested. ·.-;e haw~ enclosed another supplemental bit or 4ata on the: 
continuing saga of the Travis ,_Alton abduction. Thia latest information · 
4'0111 Phil Klan makes the story as co:nplete as possible to date. A specl&l 
QS'tl Fall Issue will report on the pt:.rposed Walton/Rogers re-pol7gnph!c test •. 
it it actually ever takes place. ' 



t.lIKE ROGERS Ai~D HIS TIJRKEY SPRINGS FOREST SE':\'JCE CO:-ITRACT 

Oh June 26, 1974, ~!ike Rogers was awarded a thinninr cont.ract in the Turkey · 
_ Sprin£s area for 1,277 acres a~ a price of $27 .40 per acre, or a tot?l of $34.989.'. 

Th_e job i.-as to be completed in 200 working days. Allo.•iil ;! for th~ long \~ inter ~1\ ; 
-the mountains and other bad-weather days, - f-,ogers h~ould need to complete the job by: 
·Aug. 3, 1975. To .do so, he would need to average 6.4 acres per working-day. - noger~ 
began work on Aug. _7, 1974, with a ere\~· of five plus himself, or a total of six. 

On Dec. 12, 1974, the Forest Service, at its own initiative, issued Chang• · 
Order #1, reducing the work area by 72 acres, to 1,20~ ac:res, to protect a wild-. 
life area. Tile contract price was reduced by $1,972 (.$27.40 x 72), to S33,017. · 
&\lt tile work-time remained at 200 working-days. 

On July li, 1975, Forest Service contracting officer ~-:aurice: :tarchbanks 
·w~ot·e Rogers a letter to notify him that he \;as seriously behi~:on this contra¢~ -: 

"Wayne Porter, COR (contracting officer's representative) of the abov• 
listed contract infonr.s me that 92:~ _Ef r10.E._~ontrac;_E_!_ir.:e has expi ted, get 
~2':0 of the! work is uncompleted. It: ap_oears that app:oxir:1atcll) one-halt' o~ 
the fuel-breaks (to prevent spread of forest fires) are yet to be completed • . 
1:h,i.s . .in reali t!I mafaes the situation i;1orse than t.lie _Ee!5~nt_~'J_l!!s i !)di Cate s~tiie. 
piling of fuel breaks is generally slo:-1er than t.11e thinning i tselE. ThJ.:s ~ · _ 
letter is to remind you that the Government has tho rigi1t to expect the pri>-_ 
ject - to be completed on time. Your failure to do so could result in your 
risht to proceed being terminated. Please advise ~c by letter within lO day• 
ho;-1 you plan to complete all the k•ork 1-1i thin the contract: time. If you need · 
any assist:ance, don't hesitate to call." ( I:J;ip.1~ils is added.) 

_ , insofar as the Forest Service records show, Rogers did not reply in "ritina. 
Apparently during a visit to Springerville, I ~ogers met \>it :1 ~larchbanks to explain 
why he was so slow and \why he needed an ext ension, ";hi ell : :archbanks decided to 
grant. lfoen I asked ~ iarchl>anks on ~:ay 17, 1076, why i!op, ers had been delinquent 
in .meeting the original contract date, toe Forest Service contracting officer 
explained as follows: 

''He (Rogers] was always sloi-1 ••• he just never did seem to have a good crw 
or a full crew. Always some reason he couldn't get out there with a Eull cr..,11! 

As of Aug. 3, 1975, at the end of the 200-working day period, P.ogers had coll• 
·pJeted .only 852 acre~, or about 70\. of th~ job. On this basis, Poger5 had averaged 
4-1/4 acres per working day . On Aug. 4, 1975, ~·archbar.k s issued Cham•e Order n 
'ivin~ Rogers an 84-day extension to ~ov. i n , 1975. (~1e 84-days wer~ hascd on ~ 
:~ix-day work week.) The Forest Service invoked a liquidated damages penalty of 
'$LO~ !1er acre for the rcll"aining 353 acres, reducing the price to ~26.40/acre 
•nd the contract price to $32,664. · 

It would be a race ar,ainst time, for the first snows can be exnected in Nove11-
her, sometirnes even in 0ctoher. If f{or,ers could maintain his 4-1/4 . acres/day aveT'-
3S?C, he might hope to finis~i before ''inter hit. Jf he d:i d not, he could not expect 
to cor.nletc the job until the follO\dnr summer. Only then could he c~ect to col­
lect the ··10".; retention H of earned funds that the forest ~ervice withholds until 
ihe job is done. 

On r·ct. 16, 1975, les!' than three \·.·eeks before the "t:r-n incident' and less 
%han four weeks b~fore ti 1 ~ expiration of the 84-day extension, Contractin~ ~fficer's 
~cpre~entative Tom fients rr.ade one of his periodic insrections of the Turkey Springs 
JOh s1 tc and ~,·rote the fol 10\dng status report to '!archbanks: 



"Contractor has completed approximately 15 acres of fuel-break 1n Lot D 
since last payment was 'made [Oct. 2]. Contractor has been working stead1l!I• 
However, progress has been slow due to the densitq of the stil!lds being thinned. 
Todate, 80% of the time-extension has passed and 31% of the work [to be done 
during extension} has been \:ompleted. Contractor claims he is trying to i.n~ 
crease size of his crew, but so tar has had very iittle success.' 

;t'It·lS IMPORTANT TO NOT£ THAT BASED ON THE FIGURES IN THIS PROGRESS REPORT, MADE 
fm..Y: A COUPLE W!:E:l<S BEFORE THE "UFO INCIDENT," THAT DURIHG THE FIRST TWO WEEKS IN 
···'< ., , , . • 
QqJO!~R, ROGERS HAD EAR?U:D $396.00 (15 >< $26.40). BUT AFTER THE 10% RETENTION, HE 
\IQl.1.LD BE PAID O?ILY $356. &JO. ASSUMING ROGERS AtID HIS CREW HAD WORKED 12 DAYS DURING 
~J$ PERIOD, ROGERS WOULD RtCEIVE ONLY $29.~0 PEP. DAY_ FROM THE tOPEST SERVICE. A~ 
t\1$0MlNG A CREW OF SIX INCLUDING ROGERS, THIS WORKS OUT, TO m~LY '11.;.95 PEP ?AAn PER DAlj 

Later, P.ogers would tell me that he paid his ''cutters" ~6. (10 ner hour and his 
•'pilers•· $3. 27 /hour. He subsequently qualified this to say that the:-- were paid less 
than thfs if they failed to meet their work quotas. 

During this first t\vO weeks of October, 1975. if Pogers was nayi ny, each crewman 
S6~00/S3.27 PER HOUR when the fr efforts \vere bi"inping in an averayre of only ~4. 95 
PER DAY. then he was ' 'losing his shirt'' on the job. On the ot~cr har;d, if Rogers 
had reduced their pay to reflect their rl'duced earnin~s. then he could not afford 
to pay more than an average of· ~4.95 PEP. OAY for .the !'lard \.:orl-: involved. TIHS WAS 
TtlE SITIIATION IDEN LESS TI!A.N 111~EE \~' EEKS BEFORE THE ''t:F(l I~CIDENT .' 

On Oct. 20, 1975, apparently sensing :that Hents \..·ould turn in a less-than-opti­
mistic progress report on the Turkey Springs job, P.ogers ":rote to · :archbanks as 
follows: 

"I am writing to tell you personally of our pz;ogress on Turkey Springs 
thinning. I can not honestly sa~1 whether or not we will finish on time or 
not. However, we are l./Orkincr every da9 vi th as much manpower as I can hJre • 

. I will not stop work until the job is finished or until I am asked to stop. 
l have had~iderable trouble keeoinc; a full cre:-1 on the joE._. The area 1s 

. verl) thick and the auus have rmor morale because of this. I have had to 
break in several green men. rve will keep working and trying hard." (nnphas1• 
•dded.} . 

It ~ould sound like Ro~ers was simply a young businessman who '~as plagued 
· .With bad luck in assembling a competent, experienced crew. 

IT WOULD NOT BE UNTIL NEARLY NI!\E ~.1m:n-rs LATER. ON JULY 12, 1976, THAT CON­
TRACTING OFFICER HARCHBANKS \'/OtJLD LEARN TIIE TRUE REASON FOR ROGEP.S' PERFOR'tANCE 
ON nm TIJRKEY SPRINGS JOB, AS A DI!lECT RESULT OF MY INVESTIGATION INTO TIIE TRAVIS 
WALTON UFO CASE. 

Durin~ my initial investigation into the Travis Walton case, I had tried to 
telephone Ro~ers but discovered he then had no phone. In early July, upon learning 
that Ro~ers now had a telephone, I called him on Sunday ni~ht, July 11, 1976. I 
told him that I was tape-recording our conversation and would send him a copy. which 
I promptly did. Rogers also recorded our conversation. 

Durin~ our discussion, I learned the real reason why Pogers had been so late 
on his Turkey Springs job. After winning that contract. he had taken on two others • 

.....__.__ - ··. - ·-



.9;11·p of these other jobs was. a ''lopping'' subcontract with \<;es tern Pine Co. 1i1e other· 
¥as .. ·with another Forest Service prime contractor whom P.or,ers declined to identify. 
Um.· much of the time did Rogers work on his 0'-11 Turkey Sprj Pr,s contract? "You might ·: 
'j~y two weeks on, two weeks off,*'' Rogers told me. When I asked 1>hethcr '!archbanks 
~hew that Hop;ers had these two other jobs and \olas 11ot S!'endinp: full time on Turkey 
.Springs, Rogers said he assumed that ~larchbanks knew because r.ontractinJ:! Officer's 
J?epresentative (CCR) Hents · also inspected the \~estern Pine timber operation. But 
~ogers ·indicated that ~:archbanks probably did not knm• about the other subcontract. 
i ::,fold Rogers I intended to call ~·larch banks the next morning to find out. 

Farl)' the next morning, July 12, Rogers drove to Sprinpcrville to "level'' with 
~h~ contracting officer, before I called. Later, I learned that !1ogers had played 
'hls tape recording of our July 11 teler>hone conversation for 1:archbanks. Later, .when 
l<called, :.!archbanks told me that he had NOT been aware of P.o~ers 1 subcontract with 
~·sJern Pine but he added: "that mag not be as bad as it sounds." . '!arch banks expl~i'f\'d 
t!)~t another i;?roup in the ·Springerville office folloi•ed such t i1:1her contracts and he. 
~~~er learned that they had known of Rogers' work for 1,·estern Pine. Eut he told me:. 
''it ,,:411u nQt af.'are oL j t until this mornlng." 

. Uut at that point, ~•archbanks still was not aware of the second ~o~ers job, ·ey,,rt,: 
.,;:ter hearing Rogers tape recording of our conversation in which ~· c had discussed · :tl\~s 
;t~:co;n~ subcontract at some length. ~.farchbanl:s ex?lained that he mip,ht have missed it 
'1ie~~use there were flaws and interruptions in the Ropers tape recording. Besides, hit 
.t: '~-' .. . . . 

•xnl-ained; "tile whole thing is realllJ not too interesting to me." 

Harchbanks summed up his views in these words: "I.feel like if he did {have ti» 
l•t'he"r ·eontiaci:sJ that he didn't play exactly fair with us. In other words, the con~ 
\~;l!ct [lo1ith the Forest Service] should have had priority. But that would be his bwri­
n~~;s to a certain extent. He knows what his obligation is to us and he knows what 

'hls ri;;k is in reprocurernent." [If a contractor is terminated for default, the job 
h put up again for bid. If the ne\o' successful bidder'.s price per acre is higher 
U1~n the original contractor, the difference is deducted from the 10°:. retention funds 
th~ Forest Service has \.;ithheld from the original contractor.] 

Rogers did no further work after the UFO incident on Nov. 5. As of that date, 
hc :~. had com:1letcd onlv 11·5 acr~s in t~e 13-\.'eeks since hi!> contra.ct • .. :as extended. 
, 41. -.1• L £ 
', , r ">3S acre" rc~:iined to t"e do:ie. !~O ·~· ;: :' S C'L-'\r: :s !'.?: CO!lLD l~.\'.'f: FI:;1sr.EO TH~SE 
t~§: : t.f~Es lHTHI~~ 1110 OR TP:'.!:E H .n:s. IF n E\D ::c1T BEE:--: H'~'. THE UFO i;-.;crne 

Puring our 7/11/76 conversation, I challenged this claim. Rogers insisted that 
'b~ · .. ~(JU,l.d have completed the rernainin~ 238 acres "in two weeks, or maybe t.'lree weeb 
/f::r:tliJ.ngs had not gone quite right." Tne reason, Rogers e~lained. was "because 
i_·:·b•d ho other contracts at tilat time; everything else was . finished. • • I . had beeled. 
~o Jr:!( crew ••• I had seven men on tile job the dalJ the UFO thing hap_oened and on 
11-nother day I had eight ••• That's why I know I would have [finished in two or thr­
'~s]. w~ were oompleting, as a 11'.atte-;Qf fact, after everything else had been pvt 
.~&1t of the way, we were moving at about 15 acres a dalJ." (!1ecall the COR report of 
~ct. 16, 1975, showin!? th:it RoP.ers bad col"l:1leted 15 acres in a two-week period.) 

In our 7/11/76 interview, ~agers claimed that his Turkey SprinJ,!S contract"was 
'the best contract I ever had. It was the largest acre price on any contract I ever 
· .. ~ • worked on and I made a better orofi t on it than any contiact I'd ever had to work 
on.•· Rop,ers told me that he paid his 11cutters" at the rate of $6.()0 ner hour. ''arch-

. banks was asked .if he thou~ht nogers could make a lot of profit at this pay-rate. He 
replied: "I doubt it ••• not many contractors on t!!lese ·$25/acre jobs could make r.iuclt 



~~e.Y:.: paying tl1at. They'd do good to make mone~1 paying$3.SO per acre." Later he 
A4~c4.: · ''If a guy told r.'le this w.:is the most profitable contract he ever had, 171!:1 que•~ 
t~rJ'n J.s why in the hell wouldn't he stay with it and . finish it?" 

If the Turkey Springs contract was as profitable as Ro[!ers claims, his pro.fits 
l'his· the money earned from his two other subcontracts should have given him enough .. 
~1.inds to carry him. throu~h the long winter ~~en he could not h'OrJ.:. in the woods. Having 
\i!:O;rked at this trade for 10 years, Rogers would know that once the snows came, he · 
~oulq not be able to return to the woods until the followin~ April. The first snows 
.y°.$\.l~lly hit in November, sometimes as early as Oct_ober, and 'turkey Sprin~s gets a 
he:a;vy snowfall. 

~et within a few.weeks after the UFO incident, Pagers was so · hard-pressed that 
h,e ·''had.to use fo0d stamps to keep going," he told me. r'.ogers. CX!)lained the situation 
in t ·he fol lowing words: 

''You see the problem of it was that the rrone~ I had r.iade on this contract: 
w~s !-"1e lO~ retention which I nad int~nded · to carry ~~ th_EE!EPh t.~e winter. .... 
And that's w.'ly .r was il) a financial bind this winter, simDl ':I l;ecause the mon•!I 
,that I would have had didn't come for two rxmt.hs later. tror,ers received hii;; . .tQl. 
,,retention -- approximately S2,638 -- by early February after a new contractor · 
ha<t been selected on his bid of $24. 00/acre.) In other ·r,.1ords, if this (UFO] 
thing-hadn. t happened· out there, in two weeks, or r:iaybe three w.eeks if .thing• 
'had no.t gone quite right, we would have had that job · firJ.shed and I r,.1oulcl have 
gotten over $3,000 in 10~ retention which would easily . have held me over the · 
wJnt:er until spr.ing.. That was my plan~" . 

Judginr from Rogers performance durinp. the \>ee~s preceding the UFO incident, 
lli~S · own Oct. 20, 1975 letter i-·hic'.-1 admitted that he was havin~ problems with ''gr~en 
iil'~n1 and ''poor ~orale,•' , IT IS I:KO:\CEIVABLE TO "~E·TH . .\T POGEP.S COULD H.\VE CO'IPLETEt) 
TRE 238. RE'!AU:r~;G ACRES . IN 11 .. ·0 OR TI!'tEE WEEKS.· EVEN IF l!F D()l ; Bu~o OP. TRIPLED HIS . 
t ·REW, AN EAP.LY s~ow COULD E:-;:J ALL Hr.PES OF FINISHING 11-iE JOB A~D COLLECTING HIS 10\ 
·k·E,'TfNTION WHICH HE SCRELY NEEDED TO. GET n1r.0UGP. THE Wl~'TER. . 

R.ogers told me: "I would riot· have had to dream up that [UFO] story or M!I 
#:"'~J;).;~>st;qry to get out: of a contract: because even if I was in trouble on a contract, . 
. '1i,,°4{il. .f:VOU14 have had to hav;e done was to have gone to the contracting offlcer and 
s~vl 'beg ., I'm in trouble on this Ct)ntract, I've ruri out of monl!y or someth.ing l.i.Jc.e 
'·~h··~ ~: I can't do it, what can we work out.' If nothing at all can be worked out.·• 
'.~llit.~ wof:lld default ine." 

This is true, but Rogers already had another "default'' on his record from an 
~l'l f.'e.r contract. And as Refers himself admitted to me: "I've been known as beJDf 
$low. I'll be honest with you, I've been slow on lots of jobs. I've usuall!I ued 
'~1~~ rnost of mg time on a. contract, or a little extra t:o get one done. I've alwaga. 
maJ:htained a good l';'eput:ation with the Forest: Service, however, because I've alw11g• 
done a very good job." 

A sec~~sl_.outril':~t default. esneciallv after Ro{Ters had received an 84-day exten-' 
~_?:on -~~rta~n-~y_~ould ~ot heln Poj•_er~' record nor enhance 'his c:1ances of gettinr. fut-.. 

··. tire Forest ~ervic~ohs, es".1ccial l '' if the real reason for the Turkey S•1rings default 
. r;-eca-;n'E;- knoi-:n.--P.ilt iTthere-1'.o-:er-;-;-;'CXtcnuat i nr> circumstances., . if- Rorer<; seemed to be ' 
i}ie-victim oT an "Act o{7.;0<l~ :-~~i tuation beyond his control, this might soften the 
lmnact of ::i. second default. Sureiy it could not hurt. 
--a. ~--"--'·~~~-~~~~~---~~~~~~~~~ 



~JR/ 

.. 
' . . 

:r..ftJ:~~·; ,.;$:.. ' '~ ,, , . :~ 
1~;~:'.S'',' ~~~-~.. On Oct. 20, 1975, the same day that r.ogers \>.Tote '1archbanks to tell of his prob-
?~~~·,.,~;'.·\.:;;;~;.· ·l~m~ i~ ~ettin~ . experi~nced cre':'!..t of crew morale problel"'s ~nd of uncertainties about 
!!lfr .•. : ::·::r ·;_··, f1n1shing the JOb on time, ~BC-TV telecast a t"o-hour special on the Betty/Barney Hill 
f~~{::: \,::;:} '<''lJFQ abduction•· incident. By another stranf.?e coincidence, a member of the 0 ogers cre,11,. 
:t.~'i.~ .. ~;,;·.>. Travis Walton, not only had a keen and long-standing interest in t!FOs, but l\alton had 
~~~;-~~·~1~~" a~tually expressed the hope that he might sor.ieday get a ride on a UFO • . An even strangw 
··l;-;,-'·'¥!.i'l''\:;;:coi·ncidence is that Walton reportedly told his mother that if he were abducted by a UPo 

~ . 
. >J:.~$he.· sho:uld not worry because he would return safely • 

. ~-- . }~~::; ·:· .. . · .. . . . . . 

~Z:f1.f~i:;. .. ' · · J\nd indeed all of this did come to pass, alle~edly, less than 
~~y;~~h·;·;~·: ... ~:Ro.gers wrote to ~ta7chbanks •. · An~ Wa~ ton returned w1 thout a scra~ch 
~'.f,,(:."'~. :1.t·\ f()r ·the puncture-like J11ark in his right elbow) on ~:ov. 11, despite 
:~:.: . .))};·~._; · ·With . the UFO which Rogers himself, in a tape recorded interview on 
f'Ii.<·.: : -: cribed in the following words: 

three weeks a.fter 
or bruise (except 
his alleged encount,er 
Nov. 8, 1975, des-

'~5~:·:r>·, "When I seen this flash •• • I saw him (Travis) ••• he was in th~ air when I 
saw him and he came and hit the ground, and he stiffened lik~ a board ••• w!U.ch 
hurt him I'm sure. It looked like an explosion had gone off in Erone of him, 
like the thing [UFO] had caused some kind of explosion ••• it blew him back lO . ., •. \,. 

8··: .. feet." 
...... ::~\,. . 

~~~~:,~>",.~ ·;aecause of Travis Walton's keen interest in UFOs, it is possible t~1at he was aware of 
·-~~~~::-:.~.~:<3)·~e $·5·10,000 prize ~aid each year by the ··:.:ational :-nquirer'' for the best UFO incident. 
:~;.~.:~~,;'$~-' 9f the year. But this can never be known with certainty. 
t;~~~~Jt~:i;f:~~,-: . ,. ·. 
t!:f.':'~i~~~:.~)1~ .~~ l'" • 
.;;,:h~~irt,, > ~fa.rchbanks terminated the Rogers contract for default in ~ovember. After the 
r.:f~J-·~~i~n_ei~ ·contractor's · bid of $24.00/acre was received, Rogeors was paid his full 10~ ret~n· 
};t:1!},-~::~;.~·::t'l;efn (S2,638), providing funds to tide him over the winter. It \ias a long t>inter anct· 
·~:~;···:{:):t;~·~'~e. new Turkey Springs contractor was not able to start work until April 26. He ne~d9d· 
:-.}~.J·r-·:,11'- : .. ~·early six calendar-weeks (29 working days)to cor.il)lete the 238 acres on June 6, 1976 • 
. ~~;,~~\Pi~.:=:.~·:.,,~ :~, ' 
~?+~t<·Y.,·. On July 18, 1976, ~·!archbanks told me. that his office had just given Rogers a new 
::;~~1"'~~·~1;:~:~Qntract to test out an idea to improve thinninr , operations. •:e told me that P.ogers 
'· ·:'.-." ". haa "an idea that he can thin riechanically, cheaper, s-.,.,eeter, neater and more cc;>mpl~tw 
'_: 't, .. ~':: th41J anybody else can do with a chain saw. fle've picked out 33 acres of the blgg1111t, 
'·: , hardest-to-thin (area] in this entire forest, at least that's what our COR was trying 
."~:,-. : to do. And we're going to pay Nike $75.00 per acre, which is about the standard price 

,. .. ·~or something like this, and I'm anxious to see what: he can do on this." 

Perhaps Rogers' inventive, innovative mind has come up with an idea that can 
overcome his past problems in being slow and prevent another Turkey Springs default. 
Time alone will tell. 

It is clear that the most recent contract default at Turkey Springs has not hurt 
, .. ·Rogers' job opportunities at the Springerville office of the Forest Service. This i• 

.:-';<'' · : : fortunat~ for, as Rogers told me, he has four couths to feed. 
~ ........ l . t . 

~: 

Phi 1 ip J. Klass 
Washin~on D.C. 
July 20, 1976 
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